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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

REFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Mflttor of: 

APPLICATION OF QELLSOUTH ) 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS. INC. D/B/A -. -. - -  .____. ~ .__...__. -. _ _  
SOUTH CENTRAL BELL' TELEPHONE ) CASE NO. 94-121 
COMPANY TO MODIFY ITS METHOD OF 1 
REQULATION ) 

This mattcr arising upon petition of QellSouth 

Telecommunications, Inc., d/b/a South Central Bell Telephone 

Company (I'South Contra1 Bollq'), filed Auguot 9, 1995, for rehearing 

of portions of the Comminsion'o Order of July 20, 1995 denying 

confidential protection to certain material filed by South Central 

Bell in these procoodingo, and it appearing to this Commission ao 

followe I 

On February 1, 1995, South Central Bell, responding to tho 

Attorney General's data requeot of July 5, 1994, filed information 

germane to these procsedings. Simultaneously with its responoes, 

South Centre1 Bell also filed a petition to protect portions of its 

responoes ao confidential on the grounds that they provide 

information exempted from public disclosure by KRS 61.878(1), By 
Order dated July 20, 1995, tho Commission granted protection to 

oome of the information and denied protection to the remainder. By 

this petition, South Central Boll seeks reconsideration of that 

portion of the Order denying protection to its responses to Items 



2 7 ,  389, 4 8 0 ,  5 0 1 ( a )  and 507 of the Attorney Qeneral's data 

roguent . 
Itom a7 raguootn financial stntemente fo r  South Central Bell'e 

ouboidioriao, In denying protsct:ion, tlie Commission found that the 

oama information i n  rayuirad to be filed with the FCC and, thus, is 

n matter of public record. However, in ite petition requeoting 

roconsideration, South Central Bell has pointed out that the 

roporto mada to the PCC are on a combined basis only and do not 

provida the love1 of detail available i n  South Central Bell's 

rooponoao. Rocnuoe certain of the oubsidiaries provide highly 

compatitiva productn, diocloaure of the information would assist 

South Contra1 Bell'o coinpetitom i n  targeting its unregulated 

competitive bunineonas in the southaaot I Competitoro would bo able 

to una tha data to undorcut South Central Bell'o pricee and, thus, 

incraooa thoir market ohare. Therefore, disclosure of the 

information i o  likely to caune South Central Bell competitive 

injury and tho information nhould be protected as confidential. 

Itam 4 8 8  raqueoto certain financial information regarding 

rovonuao gonorated by South Central Bell's unregulated 

ouboidiarieo. In denying protection the Commission found that the 

information woo too general to be of competitive value and should 

not bo protactad an confidential. In its petition requesting 

roconnidaration, however, south Central Bell has pointed out that 

tho information detaila tho operating revenues generated by the 

unragulatad ouboidiariea and would be valuable to competitors of 

the nubaidiariao because it would demonatrate the value of a 
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ouboidinry's market to its competitoro. Therofore, diocloouro of 

tho information is likely to cauoe South Contra1 Bell competitive 

injury and tha information ohould be protacted an confidential. 

Item 3 Q 9  requooto an organizational chart for South Central 

Bell. Becauee a chart opecifically rooponoiva to the roquost wan 

not available, South Central Bell providod a lint of oenior 

management employeeo from officer levor to director level meeting 

the criteria net forth in the queotion with their aosociated 

responsibility codes. The original petition wao denied bocauso it 

did not demonotrato how tho information is axempt under the 

provisione of KRS 61.078(1). In ita petition for rehearing, South 

Central Bell claimed the information could bo ueed by ito 

compotitore to idontify company managoro for tho purpooes of 

recruitment. Howover, the identitiee of these employees oimply do 

not constitute confidential information that i o  not known outside 

of South Central Bell. Certainly the employeee in queotion are not 

required to disclooe their employer' a identity only to those within 

tho company who have a legitimato buoiness need to know and nct 

upon the information, Consequently, the informotion ohould not be 

protected as confidential. 

Item 5 0 1 ( a )  requests tho average oalary range for mnnagement 

poreonnel with maintenance reoponsibilitiea in Kentucky. Item 507 

requesto information regarding general wago increaoeo and merit 

wag0 increases. In its petition for rehearing, a0 in its original 

petition, South Central B e l l  maintains that dioclooure of this 

information would impair its ability to hire tho best employesa 
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under ths best posaible terms and conditions. Howaver, as stated 

in the Order of July 20, 1995, this is not a ground which qualifias 
for axamption under KRS 68.878(1), and the denial of protection 

ahould be reaf firmad. 

Thio Commission being otherwise sufficiently advised, 

IT IS ORDERED that! 

1. South Central Bell's responses to Items 27 and 488, which 

South Central Bell has patitioned to be withheld from public 

diEClOEUre, shall be held and retained by this Commission as 

confidential and ehnll not be open for public inspection. 

a .  The names of employees furnished in response to Item 389, 

whom identity is not otherwise a matter of public record or 

contained in publications issued by South Central Ball, shall be 
hold and retained by this Commission as confidential And shall not 

be open for public inspection. 

3 .  South Cnntral Bell shall, within 20 days from the date of 

this Order, file for inclusion in the public record, an edited copy 

of its response to Item 389 obscuring only those names of employees 

whom identity is not publicly available. 

4 .  That portion of the Order of July 20, 1995 denying 

protaction from public disclosure of South Central Bell's response 

to Item0 501(a) and 507 is hereby affirmed. 
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. .  
Done a t  Frankfort, Kentucky, this 29th day of August, 1995. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

ATTEST : 

+++Lad Execut ve D rector 


